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Hope you all had a lovely Easter last week.
There was plenty of fun and games and chocolate in the Easter service on 20 April. Chocolate even
featured in Caroline’s sermon, with the Easter story retold in chocolate bars (download it from the website
to see what we mean!) and she provided much hilarity when firing small chocolate eggs into the
congregation.
Looking back over last term:
Back in February, we held our popular children’s party. 27 children
attended the event on Saturday 9th February and even the grown-ups
were able to enjoy a chat with fellow parishioners and parents over a
glass of wine while the children had several hours of games, party tea
We’d like to thank the team for organising and manning this event, as
it takes a lot of planning and a lot of physical help.
On Mothering Sunday last month, there were several treats in store for
CC mums. Firstly, the children performed a play on the history of Mothering Sunday. Written and
produced by XCC leader Jonathan, the story was set in Victorian England and focused on a group of
children taking part in what would have been at that time a traditional Mothering Sunday, including
everyone in the congregation being involved in the old tradition of ‘clipping’ the church.
The children distributed bunches of flowers to all the mums in church, and the service was followed by a
cake sale. Cakes were made, provided and no doubt eaten by the children, purchased by the congregation,
and a total of £163 was raised for the Ealing Soup Kitchen. A big thank you to everyone who made, bought
and ate!
Four of the cakes, which featured in the play and were sold afterwards, were the
traditional Easter sweet – Simnel cakes – with the 11 marzipan balls on top to represent
the disciples, although not Judas of course. All the Simnel cakes were made by CC parents,
and leaders and every slice was sold.
On Good Friday, the children attending the service in the afternoon
were able to create an Easter Garden. Although a solemn day in the
church diary, there was some great teamwork and creativity happening
in the small hall while the adults were in church.

All Cool Christians are actively encouraged to get involved with activities, producing creative artwork
throughout the term. Just some of the talent of our youngsters are featured below.
During a session on the teachings of communion, not
only did the children produce a banner, but they all
had the opportunity to share bread and wine (more
commonly known as chocolate buttons and juice …..).
All the children took a turn in both giving and
receiving ‘communion’.

As part of teaching on being disciples for God’s planet, one
session focused on making birdfeeders (see left). And still in
the world of nature and God’s creation, the Cool Christians
gave the People & Planets group a hand by helping plant
two trees in the garden outside church (below).

One of the most popular activities the children need NO encouragement to take part
in is eating. They had the chance to indulge themselves in a jointly run Easter session,
where they were invited to watch a modern day video of the Easter story and then
decorated their own Easter cakes and biscuits. Easter doesn’t have to mean
chocolate!

Looking to the future:
There is an additional party to look forward to this term. A summer party is being organised at Elthorne
Gym for all children over the age of 5. Parents, food contributions and help with transport would be much
appreciated, but look out for details in the coming weeks. We are also planning more drama and music,
involving children from all age groups. Details will be given to parents as appropriate, but look out for
details so your child doesn’t miss out!

HELPING HANDS: We really value the help of parents in our groups, as we must have 2 adults in each for
the session to take place. If you haven’t yet volunteered to help, please let Celia or Martyn know when
you would be available to do a slot. You provide a vital service, as well as seeing first hand what the
children do in their sessions.
The Bible topics for this term's sessions are as follows:
28 April
5 May
12 May
19 May
26 May
2 June
9 June
16 June
23 June
30 June
7 July
14 July
21 July

Healing Power (31)
All Age Service
Healing Touch
Healing Word (33)
Healing Faith (34)
All Age Service
Invitations Refused (35)
Lost Sheep (36)
Invitation Given (37)
Bread for Life (38)
All Age Service
Good Shepherd (39)
Death to Life (40)

Mark 1: 29-39
Mark 1: 40-45
Mark 3: 1-6
Mark 5: 21-43
Luke 14: 15-24
Luke 15: 1-7
Luke 15: 11-32
John 6: 1-15, 22-40
John 10: 1-15
John 11: 1-44

We hope you will come to the monthly All Age services. Although there is no Sunday school, there
are opportunities for the children to join in the service, take part in prayers, do a spot of dancing, a
reading or two or perform in the occasional play. Not forgetting the very important issue of
marking everyone’s birthday that month!

Leaders’ Update
Our leaders are managed by Celia Manwaring (07766 024469) and Martyn Verity
(07989 592707)
XCC (age 8-11): Jonathan Culling, Martyn Verity and Lucy Harding-Anderson
Cool Stars (age 5-7): Sophie Johnson and Xiao Li
Sparklers (includes creche) (age 0-4): Rebecca Wall and Morgen Edwards
One of our key leaders, Martyn Verity, will sadly be standing down from his role as
Co-Ordinator. He’s done a fantastic job in this role for several years and has brought a wealth of
experience, fun, creativity and imagination to every session. He’ll be greatly missed, but this leaves a
fabulous opportunity for others to get more involved in Cool Christians if you would like to be. We are
looking for someone to share the role with Celia – it’s as creative and busy as you want it to be – and if
you’d like to help out, please speak to Steve.
From leaving to joining – meet new team member Morgen Edwards.
Already familiar to most of us as the church administrator, Morgen has
recently begun to help with the Sparklers group.
“I have been coming to St Stephen’s on and off for almost 14 years. I
am married to Tim and have two children, Grace and Ben (17 months).
We live in Ruislip and did look at churches in the local area but nothing
seemed to fit with us so we decided to ‘come home’. We have been
back now for over 4 years and I work part-time for St Stephens in the
church office. You have probably had an email or two from me.
Together with Rebecca I have been leading Sparklers sessions since
January and enjoy getting to know the youngest members of our
church and their families.

When the children come into church after a CC session, please remember that
Communion is a quiet time and ensure your children remain with you until the
Service Leader leaves the church. In the interests of safety, we also ask that you stay
with your child whenever they are outside.

